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How would you rate episode 85 of Attack on Titan The Final Season Part 2 ? Community score: 4.3 “Someone has to do it. Someone has to be the one to stain their hands with blood.” The question that is ringing in everyone's mind this week on Attack on Titan is a deceptively simple one: “Why did it come to this?” As Mikasa escapes the inferno that
Flock set to try and burn the Azumabito alive; as Annie and Reiner crush the doomed Jeagerists in their fists and underneath their feet; as Connie and Armin are forced look their old friends in the eyes and watch them die; as Onyakopon and the kids gaze upon the carnage from a distance. “Why did it come to this?” From the minute that Hange's
Scouts and Magath's Titans made their pact, it was inevitable that Armin and the other Scouts would end up in conflict with Floch and the Jeagerists, and there was never any way that such conflict would end without blood being spilled. Armin even acknowledges as much when he refuses to take Magath's well-intentioned offer to stand off on the
sidelines and let his group handle the dirty work of taking back the dock. The old commander has finally come around to empathizing with his former enemies, to understanding that he had become just as evil as Marley in hating the Eldians so much, and it's an incredibly powerful moment to see him fully recognize how horrible the current situation is
for the natives of Paradis. It's equally powerful, then, when Armin also recognizes the simple facts of the situation: If they can't get ahold of the Azumabito's “flying boat” and intercept Eren, then the world is doomed. If the Scouts have to get their hands dirty to save all of existence, then that's what they have to do. It's their duty. It's one thing to say
you're all in, though, and another thing entirely to pull the trigger. What makes “Traitor” such a gripping episode of Attack on Titan is how the show once again forces its characters to confront the grim realities of war and refuses to pull any of its punches. Armin, the optimist that he is, refuses to believe that a peaceful solution isn't still possible,
however improbable it may be, and for a minute there you almost think—or, at the very least, you hope—that they've pulled the wool over Floch's eyes. I'll admit that I didn't exactly remember who Daz and Samuel were right away, but the core principle of Connie and Armin's tense ruse remains easy enough to grasp: These two really do not want to
have to kill their friends if they don't have to, and they might just manage to get their hands on the plane they need if Floch doesn't stop to think too hard about Armin's improvised distraction. Floch does stop to think too hard, of course, because if we've learned anything from Attack on Titan: The Final Season, it's that Floch will ruin literally
everything and anything around him so long as he is given the opportunity, because Floch fucking sucks. This leads to one of those situations where the show's strong production values are something of a mixed blessing, because on the one hand, it is objectively good that “Traitor” looks and feels much more polished than the last couple of episodes;
it really needs that extra oomph in its visuals and direction. On the other hand, the events that are being so well-produced are kind of awful to watch, so I can't exactly say I had “fun” seeing the gang's plan go straight to hell in a handbasket. (Alright, fine, I'll admit that it was a little badass to see Annie make her grand return to the stage as the
Female Titan and, alongside Reiner, goomba-stomp the ever-loving hell out of those Jeagerists.) More than anything, the episode's script and searing direction are in service of driving home the utter horror that our heroes experience in having to commit such horrible acts in the name of “saving the world”. Armin does everything he possibly can to
avoid killing Daz and Samuel, and he gets a faceful of bulletholes for his trouble. Connie, with tears streaming down his face, promises that he really is an ally to the Eldians, right before he blows Sam and Daz's brains out. Across the sea, we are told, the Colossal Titans have likely already made landfall, and every second wasted is another city that
will be crushed in Eren's Rumbling. Why did it come to this? It's hard to say, even now, but one thing is for sure: The blood is just going to keep on flowing until this war is over. The one thing left to decide—the only—thing is whether or not Eren or the rest of humanity stand as the victors, in the end. Rating: Attack on Titan The Final Season Part 2 is
currently streaming on Crunchyroll and Funimation. James is a writer with many thoughts and feelings about anime and other pop-culture, which can also be found on Twitter, his blog, and his podcast. Episodes 76-77 Episode 78 Episode 79 Episode 80 Episode 81 Episode 82 Episode 83 Episode 84 Episode 85 How would you rate episode 8 of
Princess Connect! Re:Dive (TV 2) ? Community score: 4.5 The majority of this episode's runtime is spent on Kokkoro's adventure with our newest guild of the week: Lucent Academy. The story revolves around two demon girl teens who plan to save their school by transferring to another one—thus raising their school's average GPA. It's a surprisingly
cunning plan for the pair (who are unable to memorize their multiplication tables past the 6s) and sends us on a fun little misadventure when their applications are stolen by a band of brigands running off with everything in the post office. The absurdity of the whole situation allows Kokkoro ample opportunity to show off her surprised face; in fact, it
might be the silliest the show has been this season—which makes sense when you realize it has to be this way to offset the much more depressing scenes with Yuuki and Pecorine. In some ways, Yuuki and Pecorine are two sides of the same coin. Yuuki is the forgetter—unable to remember anything about this world, the previous world, or the real
world. Pecorine, on the other hand, is the forgotten. No one is able to remember who she really is. This episode has these two heroes coming to terms with their respective situations. Yuuki, in his amnesiac form, has built his life around making friends and helping said friends with their problems. By doing this, he has been able to grow as a person
while learning about the world around him. He values his best friends—i.e., Pecorine, Karyl, and Kokkoro—more than anyone else. It's because of them that he is who he has become. But now, with the return of part of his memories of the previous world, he knows that he had a group of friends that were as dear to him as Pecorine, Karyl, and Kokkoro
are to him now: the girls of Twinkle Wish. Yet, in the end, he wasn't able to protect them. And although everyone else he knew before the reset has reappeared—albeit in slightly altered forms—Twinkle Wish is still MIA, implying that they were killed and thus couldn't be reset. Knowing of his failure has led him into depression—the first time he has
been assaulted by that emotion in his amnesiac life. He's forced to reckon with the fact that not only did he fail his friends in his past life, he forgot about them in his current one as well. Luckily, his talk with Labyrista shows him a way forward: to take that failure and use it as motivation. He may have failed Twinkle Wish, but he won't allow the same
thing to happen with the Gourmet Guild. Pecorine, on the other hand, is in the middle of an existential crisis of sorts. Alone on a job with the rest of the guild busy, she has nothing but her deepest fears to keep her company. Pecorine is a young woman who cares deeply for the common man. She loves her people almost as much as she loves her
family. She is willing to put herself on the line even for the sake of thieves and bandits, sincerely believing that they can become better people. For a woman like this, what could be more horrible than being forgotten by all those you care for? Pecorine has already gone through this once—and the social isolation nearly broke her. But through hard
work and an (sometimes forced) upbeat attitude, she has managed to gain something similar to what she once had. While she doesn't have her old family back, she has made a new one in the form of the Gourmet Guild—and while “Eustiana” remains forgotten by the people “Pecorine” is a hero loved by the people of her kingdom. However, this
accomplishment has put her on an emotional precipice. She doesn't want to be seen only as Pecorine—not least by her dearest companions. She wants to tell Karyl, Yuuki, and Kokkoro all about Eustiana, but at the same time, she is afraid. She's been keeping her companions at arm's length emotionally, and telling them will close that gap. But what if
she lets them in and everyone forgets about her again? Having built herself a life once more, can she really risk losing it all again? But as Karyl, Yuuki, and Kokkoro show up, one-by-one, to help her in her task—with Kokkoro bringing along all the people she's befriended as Pecorine—she realizes she wants to tell them the truth, damn the
consequences. And with this heartfelt, powerful moment, we are left on an emotional cliffhanger of sorts: how will Karyl react to learning of the part her master played in Pecorine's pain? We'll just have to tune in next week to find out. Rating: Random Thoughts: * My memory may be failing me but I don't think we've had an episode introducing the
Mercurious Foundation. I guess they've been befriended off-screen given that they're in the final scene with everyone else. ¢ Io asking Ayumi (Yuuki's stalker) if she'd seen Misaki and Suzuna got a laugh out of me. * Since Ayumi is always watching Yuuki, I'm guessing that Yuuki's vantage point was overlooking the post office area—but he was too far
into his own head to notice what happened there. ¢ I had legit forgotten that Ayumi is part of the WeilS Fliigel Landsol Branch guild, but it makes sense. * Aside from Kaizer, Ames, and Yuuki, the only people who remember the world before the reset are the members of Labyrinth, right? ¢ I was shocked that Suzuna's Union Burst didn't flat out kill the
bandits. It's a true boss-killer in the game. * I'm not sure what to make of the Karyl and Kaizer scene. Are we supposed to think there are two Kaizers? Princess Connect! Re:Dive is currently streaming on Crunchyroll. Richard is an anime and video game journalist with over a decade of experience living and working in Japan. For more of his writings,
check out his Twitter and blog. Episodes 1-2 Episode 3 Episode 4 Episode 5 Episode 6 Episode 7 Episode 8 Episode 9 Episode 10 Episode 11 Episode 12
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